The Balkan Journal of Medical Genetics (BJMG) is an international, open access journal that publishes scientific papers covering different aspects of medical genetics. It is published by the Macedonian Academy of Sciences and Arts twice a year in both printed and electronic versions. BJMG is covered by many abstracting and indexing databases, including PubMed Central and Thomson Reuters. Although there are many journals in the field of medical genetics, only a few come from regions outside Western Europe and North America. Being one of these few journals, BJMG aims to promote genetics and research on this topic in the Balkan countries and beyond. BJMG goal is to raise the scientific quality and metrics of the journal and provide a better place for BJMG in the community of scientific journals.
Introduction
The Balkan Journal of Medical Genetics (BJMG) is an open access, English language journal that publishes scientific papers covering different aspects of medical genetics, including human cytogenetics, molecular genetics, clinical genetics, immunogenetics, oncogenetics, pharmacogenetics, population genetics, genetic screening and diagnosis of monogenic and polygenic diseases, prenatal and preimplantation genetic diagnosis, genetic counselling, and advances in treatment and prevention. It was founded with the main goal of promoting genetics and research on this topic in Balkan countries, but over the years it has grown into an international journal with papers published by authors from different parts of the world (Figure 1 ). The cover pages are the trademark of the journal ( Figure 3 ). They include photos of antique items and objects related to the history of Balkan countries and populations that are carefully chosen by Academician Vera Bitrakova Grozdanova, who is an expert in archaeology and cultural heritage. Editorial policies and practices BJMG accepts only papers that are original work, no part of which has been published or is being considered for publication elsewhere except as brief abstracts. Manuscripts may be submitted as original articles, review papers, essays, case reports, short communications and letters to the editor. Occasionally, Proceedings from conferences and scientific meetings are published as a special Supplements of the Journal.
Given BJMG is published only twice per year, it has a low number of submissions. However, the number of submitted papers is constantly growing. This is influencing the rejecttion rate, which reached 47.2% in 2013. In addition, more than half the authors who receive "major comments" from the reviewers do not send a revised version of their manuscript. Thus, only 33% of the manuscripts submitted to BJMG are actually published.
Although electronic submission is available, it is somewhat out-dated and is not functioning very well. Thus, most of the manuscripts are submitted by e-mail.
BJMG aims to provide the authors with fair and constructive reviews. Every manuscript is treated as privileged information and is reviewed by at least two reviewers. The primary criteria for judging the acceptability of a manuscript are scientific importance, novelty and the technical soundness of the experimental work.
The peer-review process, as one of the most important elements of scientific publishing, has been one of the major challenges for the BJMG office. At first the reviewers of BJMG manuscripts were mainly the members of the Editorial Board. However, considering the broad and diverse fields that BJMG covers, there was a need to broaden the population of reviewers. Currently, the reviewers for BJMG manuscripts are selected from the Editorial Board members, from a database of previous reviewers, from references listed in the manuscript, from PubMed database by searching for authors who are very close to the topic/methodology presented in the manuscripts and from the list of reviewers suggested by the authors. Still, more than half of the invited reviewers do not respond, which leads to a substantial delay in the handling of submitted manuscripts. Further delay is caused by the slow response of the authors, especially when the decision is 'major revision'. To expedite resubmission to a more appropriate journal, manuscripts that are inconsistent with Editorial Guidelines are declined by the Editors, without an external review.
The editing of all articles is independent whether they are written by authors from English or non-English speaking regions. Given that the majority of the authors submitting papers to BJMG are from non-English speaking countries, the role of Mrs. Marianne Carver who has been editing and proofreading the manuscripts published in BJMG since the foundation of the journal is enormous.
To ensure the originality of the content published in BJMG, in 2014 the journal became a member of the growing community of CrossCheck System's users [2] . This system allows deep screening of the manuscripts, with the main aim of eliminating plagiarism and providimg a high standard and quality peer-review process.
For years all financial costs related to the publishing of the papers in BJMG have been borne by MASA and "Georgi D. Efremov" RCGEB. Unfortunately, the financial costs for the journal have been increasing over the years and starting from 2015 there will be a fee for all articles that will be published in BJMG.
Journal Scientific Metrics
The journal impact factor is a measurement of visibility of articles in specific journals. It is defined as the ratio of the number of citations in a given year to the 'citable' articles published in the previous two years. Information comes from the approximately 11,000 journals indexed by the Web of Science, which is published in the Journal Citation Report (JCR) [3] . The impact factor of BJMG has been reported by Thomson 
Conclusion
Although there is high competition in the fiеld of medical genetics, we strongly believe that there is a place for BJMG in the community of genetics journals. Our aims in the future will be focused towards better interaction with authors and readers, improvement of the peerreview process by attracting young motivated reviewers, and automation of the submission and manuscript handling system, with the ultimate goal of raising the scientific quality and metrics of the journal and providing a better place for BJMG in the community of scientific journals.
